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Travel has been my life for 20 years.  
St Augustine’s famous quote remains 
as true to me today as it was when 
I first set up 2by2 Holidays – “the 
world is a book and those who do 
not travel, read only one page”.

My first love was Africa, the place  
of my birth. Its remarkable wildlife 
and cultures continue to captivate  
me today. A recent visit to the gorillas  

of Uganda has starkly reminded me just how fragile the survival 
of so many endangered species remains. And reinforced my 
belief that travel must always have conservation at its heart. 

In recent years I have discovered the joys of travel in the Indian 
subcontinent and Latin America. The iconic sites and cultures 
here are no less enthralling. And everywhere wildlife adapts 
and survives, from harsh barren deserts to cool mountain cloud 
forests and tropical wetlands. 

My enthusiasm burns as brightly as ever and I continue to be  
as involved in every aspect of the business as I always have 
been, backed up by our superb travel team. I’m particularly 
thrilled that so many of our customers return time after time. 

I do hope you find our latest brochure inspiring and we  
all look forward to hearing from you.

Hambe Kahle – Travel Safely

Welcome

Peru, Cusco Province
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For a fascinating cultural glimpse into 
modern urban life in Mexico, take a 

boat ride on a colourful ‘trajinera’ through 
the canals of Xochimilco, a small village 
to the south of the city. These canals are 
all that is left of the lake on which Mexico 
City was originally built. While in the area 
drop into the Dolores Olmedo Museum 
to see a fine collection of Frida Khalo 
paintings and drawings by her husband 
Diego Rivera. Khalo fans may also want 
to visit the historic Blue House where she 
was born and lived, now the Frida Kahlo 
Art Museum.

The Colonial Highlands to the 
northwest of Mexico City are home to 
some sensational towns (many World 
Heritage Sites), built on the proceeds 
of the region’s silver and gold deposits. 
These colonial gems are bursting with 
Mexican character. A tour of the region 
will take you to Guanajuato with its 
energetic cultural scene, picture-perfect 
San Miguel de Allende and Morelia, 
complete with inspirational cathedral. For 
a quirky side-trip, visit Tequila and learn 
everything there is to know about the 
national drink. To the southeast of the 
capital, under the gaze of Popocatépetl 
Volcano, Puebla is one of Mexico’s oldest 
cities with over 70 churches.  

The south of the country is steeped 
in history too, especially in Oaxaca, set 
in the shadow of the Sierra Madre. This 
area has been inhabited for over 3,500 
years, culminating in the Aztecs and 
Spanish, and it shows. You can view a 

treasure trove of ancient remains with 
the pyramids, temples and plazas of 
Monte Albán being the most spectacular. 
From here the 360° views of the city and 
surrounding valley are fabulous. Oaxaca 
is also famous for its extravagant Day of 
the Dead celebrations (31 October), when 
colourful costumes are worn.

After Mexico City, the overland route 
from San Cristóbal de las Casas in the 
Chiapas region to the Yucatan Peninsula is 
the most popular tourist trip. Picturesque 
San Cristóbal oozes Spanish charm with 
its cobbled streets, red clay tiled roofs and 
wrought iron balconies overflowing with 
flowers. Major sites include the cathedral 
and the open-air craft market at the church 
of Santo Domingo. Chiapas has the highest 
concentration of indigenous people found 
anywhere in the country, with many 
descendants of the Mayan civilisation 
living in traditional villages dotted round 
San Cristóbal. Ancient customs and crafts 
survive and mix easily with modern life. 

From San Cristóbal the route northeast 
to the Yucatán Peninsula passes the 
magnificent ruins of Palenque. Located 
in thick jungle, Palenque is the most 
complete Mayan city ever discovered with 
fine architecture, latticed roof combs and 
bas-relief carvings. It was here that the 
jade death mask of Pakal the Great was 
found – now on display in the Museum of 
Anthropology in Mexico City. Remarkable 
buildings include the Temple of the Sun 
and the Royal Palace, even with only 10% 
of the site excavated.

Mexico’s fusion of ancient Mayan and Aztec ruins, well-preserved colonial towns, 
exuberant festivals and fabulous beaches is an exciting mix. Their mouthwatering food  
and relaxed vibe are world-renowned.

Mexico

Mexico’s cultural heritage is unrivalled, 
with more World Heritage Sites than 

any other country in the Americas. It has 
everything, from ancient civilisations and 
indigenous villages to charming colonial 
towns, stunning landscapes and luxury 
beach resorts. The cultural heritage 
from the Mayan and Aztec empires and the 
Spanish colonisation are all around, with 
magnificent structures and architecture to 
match anything in the world. The sweeping 
beaches and the turquoise seas of the Riviera 
Maya are also breathtakingly beautiful. 

Don’t make the mistake of overlooking 
Mexico’s huge, vibrant capital city. Dating 
from 1325, Mexico City was originally 
the Aztec capital of Tenochtitlán, built 
on an island in Lake Texcoco. The arrival 
of the Spanish conquistadors led to the 
city’s destruction and today the Zócalo 
(main square) boasts some fine colonial 
buildings. The world-class Museum of 
Anthropology is a must-see, with its many 
ancient Olmec, Aztec, Mayan and other 
pre-Columbian artefacts, including the 
Aztec Stone of the Sun (calendar stone).

About an hour to the northeast of the 
city, the vast and inexplicably abandoned 
pre-Columbian complex of Teotihuacan 
is another highlight. Here the spectacular 
Avenue of the Dead runs down the 
middle of the site, linking the Temple of 
Quetzalcoatl with the famous Pyramids of 
the Moon and the Sun. An early morning 
hot air balloon ride over these pyramids 
is truly unforgettable! On your way back 
you can visit the Our Lady of Guadalupe 
shrine, one of the most important Catholic 
pilgrimage sites on the American continent.

San Cristobal de las Casas

Colonial Highlands

Days 1/3  Arrive in Mexico City, with city 
tour & visit to pyramids

Day 4  Visit pretty colonial cities of 
Santiago de Queretaro & San 
Miguel de Allende

Day 5  Travel to Dolores Hildago & 
charming Guanajuato, with its 
cobbled streets 

Day 6  Drive to silver mining city of 
Zacatecas & visit Eden Mine

Days 7/8  City tour to Guadalajara, 
with visit to Tequila region & 
Tlaquepaqu pottery village

Day 9  Visit Los Tres Potrillos ranch, 
colonial Patzcuaro & pink stone 
city of Morelia

Day 10  Drive back to Mexico City
Days 11/14  Fly to the turquoise beaches of 

the Riviera Maya
Day 15 Depart from Cancun

From £2,595 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk

There’s so much to do and see in Mexico’s exciting capital 
and the picture-perfect colonial towns to the northwest 
are the place to soak up local culture.

Chichen Itza

Whether you have a private driver or are 
with a small group, the colonial port of 
Campeche is the ideal place to break 
your journey. Its well-restored baroque 
architecture, Spanish fortifications and 
walled city centre make this World 
Heritage Site especially photogenic. 
Continuing into the Yucatan region, 
Uxmal is one of Mexico’s most important 
Mayan sites and was once home to 
25,000 people. Its elegant architectural 
style is reminiscent of Palenque. Key 
buildings are the Pyramid of the Magician, 
built so that the west stairway lines 
up exactly with the setting sun at the 
summer solstice, the Governor’s Palace 
and the Quadrangle of the Nuns. 

A short drive takes you on to Mérida, 
the cultural capital of the Yucatan since 
the Spanish conquest. From Mérida’s 
Zócalo you can admire the city’s main 
monuments – the Cathedral, Government 
Palace, Municipal Palace and Francisco 
Montejo’s House. Merida has the region’s 
best museums.
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The world-famous Yucatán Peninsula 
is the cradle of Mayan civilization and 

nowhere is this more evident than the 
spectacular site at Chichen Itza. Once a 
vast, sophisticated commercial hub with 
structures based on astonishing Mayan 
astrological accuracy, the towering 
stepped pyramid, El Castillo, also known 
as the Temple of Kukulkan, is iconic. Other 
extraordinary achievements include the 
Great Ball Court, the Jaguar Temple and 
the House of Eagles. Both the Mayans and 
Aztecs practiced human sacrifice and the 
Skull Wall at Chichen Itza bears witness to 
these ritual killings. 

Further Mayan ruins can be seen at 
Tulum and Coba. Overlooking one of the 
best beaches in Mexico, 13th century 
Tulum was an important trading port with 
heavily fortified walls up to 5 metres high. In 
contrast, the ruins at Coba are buried deep 
in the jungle and only partially excavated.

Located on the far northeast tip of the 
Yucatan, Cancún is the gateway to Mexico’s 
famous beaches and the starting point for 
self-drivers wanting to explore the peninsula 
independently. Jutting out between the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, the 
Cancún coast has over 100 miles of glorious 
beaches and turquoise seas along a stretch 
of coast dubbed the Riviera Maya. Year-
round warm seas have encouraged large 
scale, all-inclusive hotels, but there are 
smaller boutique hotels and quieter corners 
to be found. Two hours to the north of 
Cancún, the island of Holbox is the place to 
go to swim among huge whale sharks. For 
divers the extensive Mesoamerican Barrier 
Reef stretches south from the tip of the 
Yucatán Peninsula all the way to Honduras. 

Day of the Dead festivities

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.ukTulum

When to go
Mexico can be visited all year round as it is a vast country with many different regional 
weather patterns, but November to April is generally regarded as the best time to visit, as this 
is the dry season. The rainy season in the south runs from May until October, when tropical 
thunderstorms occur, but these usually only last a couple of hours before the weather clears. 
The Caribbean coast can be affected by hurricanes from June to November. The coldest 
months are December to February, when there is snow in the high northern mountains. 
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The Yucatan is famous for its sensational beaches and  
the spectacular Mayan ruins at Chichen Itza and Tulum.

In the far northwest of the country, the 
long narrow peninsula of Baja California 
that separates the Gulf of California, or 
Sea of Cortez, from the Pacific is one of 
the richest whale and dolphin watching 
areas on the planet. Each spring the 
world’s entire population of Grey whales 
migrate from Alaska to breed in the warm 
shallow lagoons on the peninsula’s west 
coast. The Sea of Cortez offers exceptional 
scuba diving, snorkelling and kayaking as 
well as game fishing. Ferries take visitors 
from La Paz to nearby Isla Espíritu Santo 
– dubbed the Mexican Galapagos – to 
spot Blue-footed booby, the Magnificent 
frigatebird and playful sea lion.
Moving inland, Mexico’s Copper Canyon 
runs from Chihuahua to Los Mochis on the 
Gulf of California. This staggering system of 

rugged copper-coloured canyons is best 
seen from the famous Chihuahua-Pacific 
train, known locally as El Chepe. The railway 
is a stunning engineering achievement and 
is yet another of Mexico’s many World  
Heritage Sites.

Yucatan Explorer
Days 1/3  Arrive in Mexico City, with 

city sightseeing & visit to the 
Teotihuacan pyramids

Days 4/5  Fly to colonial San Cristobal, 
with boat ride in Sumidero 
Canyon & indigenous market

Day 6  Drive through the mountains to 
Palenque, to explore the ruins 
of Mexico’s largest Mayan city

Day 7  Travel to photogenic Campeche
Day 8  Visit Uxmal ruins & drive to the 

charming colonial city of Merida
Days 9/12  Visit Chichen Itza, then relax on 

the warm turquoise beaches of 
the Riviera Maya

Day 13  Depart from Cancun

From £2,795 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season
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Copyright and accuracy
All efforts have been made to ensure that the information in this 
brochure is both helpful and correct. However the intention of our 
brochure is to suggest ideas and inspire and 2by2 Holidays cannot be 
held responsible for any inaccuracies. The content of our brochure is 
subject to copyright and photos may not be reproduced without the 
owners’ written permission.

Photographic credits
We’d like to thank all the lodges, hotels and tourist boards who have let 
us use their wonderful images. We would like to give special thanks to 
Alamy, Ariadne Van Zandbergen – Africa Image Library, Dale R Morris, 
iStock, Jaco Powell, John Warburton Lee – AWL Images, Shutterstock 
Photo Library and Wilderness Safaris photographers – Dana Allen, Mike 
Myers and Olwen Evans. 

Booking your holiday
When you are ready to book, we will guide you through the 
process. In all our dealings we aim to be transparent and 
encourage you to read our terms and conditions thoroughly. 
These are on our website at www.2by2holidays.co.uk.  
Please do contact us if anything is unclear. 

Financial Protection
Through our membership of ATOL (9025) and our Tour Operator 
Insurance, your holiday is fully financially protected wherever in 
the world you live, regardless of whether you book land-only 
arrangements or a complete holiday package with flights.

This brochure is printed on paper sourced from ISO14001 certified mills using sustainable forests.

Book with confidence

We have ATOL certification and membership of the Association of Tour Operators (AITO). 

AITO Quality Charter
AITO is the Association for independent and specialist 
holiday companies. Our member companies, usually owner-
managed, strive to create overseas holidays with high levels of 
professionalism and a shared concern for quality and personal 
service. The Association encourages the highest standards in all 
aspects of tour operating.

Exclusive Membership
AITO sets criteria regarding ownership, finance and quality 
which must be satisfied before new companies are admitted to 
membership. All members are required to adhere to a Code of 
Business Practice which encourages high operational standards 
and conduct.

Financial Security
An AITO member is required to arrange financial protection for 
all holidays and other arrangements (including accommodation 
only) booked by customers with the member under the AITO 
logo. This financial protection applies to customers who are 
resident in the UK at the time of booking and to most overseas 
customers who have booked directly with the member. In doing 
so, the member must comply with UK Government regulations. 
Members are required to submit details of their financial 
protection arrangements to AITO on a regular basis.

Accurate brochures and websites
All members do their utmost to ensure that all their brochures 
and other publications, print or electronic, clearly and accurately 
describe the holidays and services offered.

Professional service and continual improvements
All members are committed to high standards of service and 
believe in regular and thorough training of employees. Members 
continually seek to review and improve their holidays. They 
listen to their customers and always welcome suggestions for 
improving standards.

Monitoring standards
AITO endeavours to monitor quality standards regularly.  
All customers should receive a post-holiday questionnaire from 
their tour operator, the results of which are scrutinised by the 
Association.

Sustainable tourism
Our members acknowledge the importance of AITOs 
Sustainable Tourism ethos, which recognises the social, 
economic and environmental responsibilities of tour operating.

Customer relations
All members endeavour to deal swiftly and fairly with any issues 
their customers may raise. In the unlikely event that a dispute 
between an AITO member and a customer cannot be settled 
amicably, either party can call on an arbitration service to bring 
the matter to a speedy and acceptable conclusion.

To contact AITO call 020 8744 9280 or visit their website  
www.aito.com

2by2 Holidays
2 Place Farm, off Mount Road
Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8SB
01582 766122
info@2by2holidays.co.uk
www.2by2holidays.co.uk


