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Travel has been my life for 20 years.  
St Augustine’s famous quote remains 
as true to me today as it was when 
I first set up 2by2 Holidays – “the 
world is a book and those who do 
not travel, read only one page”.

My first love was Africa, the place  
of my birth. Its remarkable wildlife 
and cultures continue to captivate  
me today. A recent visit to the gorillas  

of Uganda has starkly reminded me just how fragile the survival 
of so many endangered species remains. And reinforced my 
belief that travel must always have conservation at its heart. 

In recent years I have discovered the joys of travel in the Indian 
subcontinent and Latin America. The iconic sites and cultures 
here are no less enthralling. And everywhere wildlife adapts 
and survives, from harsh barren deserts to cool mountain cloud 
forests and tropical wetlands. 

My enthusiasm burns as brightly as ever and I continue to be  
as involved in every aspect of the business as I always have 
been, backed up by our superb travel team. I’m particularly 
thrilled that so many of our customers return time after time. 

I do hope you find our latest brochure inspiring and we  
all look forward to hearing from you.

Hambe Kahle – Travel Safely

Welcome

Peru, Cusco Province
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The Andes Mountains run the length of 
Ecuador and from the south of Quito 

two parallel chains of volcanoes, dubbed 
the Avenue of the Volcanoes, stretch for 
over 300 miles towards the colonial city 
of Cuenca. This chain includes eight of 
the ten highest mountains in Ecuador, 
including Cotopaxi (5,897m) and its 
national park. A trip by road or train along 
this ‘avenue’ is spectacular. The recently 
restored Tren Crucero travels from Quito 
to Guayaquil on the Pacific Coast, with 
the daring switchback descent of the 
Devil’s Nose a thrilling highlight.

In the south, colonial Cuenca is 
a World Heritage Site with charming 
cobbled streets, cafés, galleries and 
picture-perfect architecture. From here 
visit the market towns in the foothills of 

the western cordillera and the Ingapirca 
Inca ruins, the most important pre-
Columbian site in the whole of Ecuador.

In most South American countries 
the Amazon rainforest is never far away 
and Ecuador is no exception. It occupies 
the entire eastern half of the country. 
Coca is the starting point for an Amazon 
trip, with most visitors taking the short 
flight from Quito and then continuing by 
boat. Staying in one of the comfortable 
eco-lodges in Yasuni National Park, with 
excursions led by indigenous guides, is the 
best way to experience the astonishing 
biodiversity. Nothing can prepare you for 
the beauty of the Amazon with its noisy 
monkeys, parrots and macaws, as well as 
caimans, turtles, a huge variety of frogs 
and many other reptiles and insects.

A leisurely river cruise is another great  
way to explore the waterways of the 
Amazon Basin.

Ecuador is packed with attractions. Take a train ride through the stunning Avenue of the 
Volcanoes, eat lunch in a colonial square, explore the Amazon by boat, then take the 
short flight to the world-famous Galapagos Islands.

Ecuador & Galapagos

Ecuador may be one of the smallest 
countries in South America, but its 

geographic diversity and natural beauty 
are exceptional. It takes its name from the 
equator, which runs across the country 
near Quito, which at 2,850m above sea 
level is one of the highest capital cities in 
the world, with mountain views to match. 
At the Mitad del Mundo (Centre of the 
World) you are at the equator’s highest 
point and can stand with a foot in each 
hemisphere.

Built on ancient Inca ruins, Quito is the main 
entry point for visitors and the gateway 
to the Andes. It’s also a cultural hub with 
a meticulously restored World Heritage 
colonial centre, museums, galleries, parks 
and lively nightlife – head for La Mariscal 
and Plaza Foch or La Ronda. The aerial 
TelefériQo built in 2005 is the city’s pride 
and joy. It runs from the edge of the  
city up the slopes of the local volcano, 
Pichincha, where at 4,100m the views  
are breathtaking.  

Colourful indigenous markets such as Otavalo 
are within easy reach of Quito, as well as 
lesser-known ones in quieter highland villages. 
And just over two hours drive northwest from 
the capital, Mindo is the base for exploring 
the cool verdant cloud forests. This is home  
to an abundance of flora and fauna, with 
forest reserves playing a vital role in the 
protection of the rare spectacled bear. Look 
out for numerous species of humming birds, 
the Andean Cock of the Rock, as well as over 
400 other bird species.

When to go
Ecuador is situated on the equator so can be visited all year round. The best time to visit 
Quito and the Andean Highlands is from July to December (the dry season), although 
be aware that at high altitude the weather is changeable and nights are cold. January to 
June are the cooler and wetter months, with brief afternoon showers, but many people 
choose to travel then as this is when the waters around the Galapagos Islands are at their 
warmest and calmest. The Amazon rainforests are wet and humid all year round.

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

T
E

M
P

E
R

A
T

U
R

E

R
A

IN
F

A
L

L

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEPT OCT NOV DEC

AVERAGE RAINFALL (mm)

Galapagos

MAXIMUM AV. TEMP ˚C MINIMUM AV. TEMP ˚C

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

Classic Ecuador

Days 1/2  Arrive in Quito, with city tour 
& visit to Centre of World 
monument

Days 3/5  Fly to the Amazon Basin and 
view the birdlife, mammals, 
reptiles & insects of this 
amazing ecosystem 

Days 6/7  Fly back to Quito, with another 
day to explore the city

Days 8/9  Travel through the dramatic 
scenery of the Avenue of the 
Volcanoes

Days 10/11  Descend by train down Devils 
Nose & explore the pretty 
colonial city of Cuenca

Day 12  Visit El Cajas National Park on 
the way to the Pacific Coast

Day 13  Depart from Guayaquil

From £3,495 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season

The Tren Crucero train can be substituted for 
an extra supplement

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk

Quito Amazon, Woolly monkey

Galapagos
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Where Africa has its Big Five, the 
Galapagos has its Big Fifteen! 

These volcanic islands are home to huge 
land and smaller marine iguanas, Giant 
tortoises, Blue-footed boobies, Fur seals, 
Frigatebirds, Waved albatross, Flightless 
cormorants and many other fascinating 
species. Made famous by Charles Darwin’s 
voyage on The Beagle and his subsequent 
theory of evolution by natural selection, 
the pristine Galapagos Islands have 
inspired people for decades. 

The entire archipelago has been 
designated a World Heritage Site, with 
97% of the land declared a national 
park. There are 13 main islands and 
seven smaller ones, of which only four 
are inhabited (Santa Cruz, San Cristobal, 
Isabela, and Floreana), with the rest 
belonging to the incredible array of 
wildlife, much of which is only found here. 

Endemic species include the 
Galapagos penguin (the only penguin 
to live in temperate waters), Galapagos 
tortoise, Galapagos sea lion, three species 
of iguana, the flightless cormorant and 
of course the famous Darwin finches. 
While the iconic Blue-footed booby can 
be found in other parts of South America, 
over half of the world’s population breeds 
in the Galapagos. Their comical mating 
dance is a special attraction as is the male 
frigatebird’s huge red breast, which it 
displays during courtship. 

The courtship rituals of the Waved 
albatross are another remarkable sight, 

with the male and female performing 
an elaborate display of circling and 
bowing. These birds spend most of 
their time at sea but breed exclusively 
on the Galapagos. While there are strict 
conservation rules for visitors, most of 
the wildlife is completely at ease with no 
fear of humans, making a visit here a truly 
unique experience.

This extraordinary familiarity with 
humans is repeated in the sea. The waters 
around these islands are like an immense 
marine reserve with a fantastic mix of 
sea life. There are Hammerhead sharks, 
over 24 different species of dolphin 
and whales, rays, as well as sea lions, 
penguins, turtles, stunning corals and reef 
fish. Snorkelling or diving here is one of 
the world’s great adventures.

Most visitors to the Galapagos stay 
on one of the islands, such as Santa Cruz 
(home to the Charles Darwin Research 
Station) with day excursions by yacht to 
the closer islands. 

However if your budget allows, the 
best way to explore the Galapagos Islands 
is on an exciting expedition cruise where 
you disembark each day by panga boat 
(dinghy) to explore the islands on foot 
with a naturalist guide. Each island has 
its own unique wildlife. There are some 
fine sandy beaches but the landscape is 
often bare volcanic rock. It’s a fascinating 
and thrilling place nonetheless and a 
visit here is all about the wildlife and an 
unwavering dedication to conservation. 

Cruises typically range from a few days to 
one week, with a wide choice of different 
boats available.

Latin America

Blue-footed booby

Quito and the Caribbean port city of Guayaquil on Ecuador’s Pacific Coast are the 
jumping off points for the legendary Galapagos Islands, which are just a couple of 
hours away by plane.

Espanola Island

Galapagos Cruise

Days 1/3  Arrive in Quito, with city 
sightseeing

Days 4/7  Fly to the volcanic Galapagos 
Islands for an unforgettable 
Expedition Cruise – viewing 
marine life, birds & other 
wildlife seen nowhere else  
on earth 

Day 8  Disembark from cruise & fly to 
Guayaquil

Day 9 Depart from Guayaquil

From £4,795 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk

Marine iguana

Frigatebird
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Copyright and accuracy
All efforts have been made to ensure that the information in this 
brochure is both helpful and correct. However the intention of our 
brochure is to suggest ideas and inspire and 2by2 Holidays cannot be 
held responsible for any inaccuracies. The content of our brochure is 
subject to copyright and photos may not be reproduced without the 
owners’ written permission.

Photographic credits
We’d like to thank all the lodges, hotels and tourist boards who have let 
us use their wonderful images. We would like to give special thanks to 
Alamy, Ariadne Van Zandbergen – Africa Image Library, Dale R Morris, 
iStock, Jaco Powell, John Warburton Lee – AWL Images, Shutterstock 
Photo Library and Wilderness Safaris photographers – Dana Allen, Mike 
Myers and Olwen Evans. 

Booking your holiday
When you are ready to book, we will guide you through the 
process. In all our dealings we aim to be transparent and 
encourage you to read our terms and conditions thoroughly. 
These are on our website at www.2by2holidays.co.uk.  
Please do contact us if anything is unclear. 

Financial Protection
Through our membership of ATOL (9025) and our Tour Operator 
Insurance, your holiday is fully financially protected wherever in 
the world you live, regardless of whether you book land-only 
arrangements or a complete holiday package with flights.

This brochure is printed on paper sourced from ISO14001 certified mills using sustainable forests.

Book with confidence

We have ATOL certification and membership of the Association of Tour Operators (AITO). 

AITO Quality Charter
AITO is the Association for independent and specialist 
holiday companies. Our member companies, usually owner-
managed, strive to create overseas holidays with high levels of 
professionalism and a shared concern for quality and personal 
service. The Association encourages the highest standards in all 
aspects of tour operating.

Exclusive Membership
AITO sets criteria regarding ownership, finance and quality 
which must be satisfied before new companies are admitted to 
membership. All members are required to adhere to a Code of 
Business Practice which encourages high operational standards 
and conduct.

Financial Security
An AITO member is required to arrange financial protection for 
all holidays and other arrangements (including accommodation 
only) booked by customers with the member under the AITO 
logo. This financial protection applies to customers who are 
resident in the UK at the time of booking and to most overseas 
customers who have booked directly with the member. In doing 
so, the member must comply with UK Government regulations. 
Members are required to submit details of their financial 
protection arrangements to AITO on a regular basis.

Accurate brochures and websites
All members do their utmost to ensure that all their brochures 
and other publications, print or electronic, clearly and accurately 
describe the holidays and services offered.

Professional service and continual improvements
All members are committed to high standards of service and 
believe in regular and thorough training of employees. Members 
continually seek to review and improve their holidays. They 
listen to their customers and always welcome suggestions for 
improving standards.

Monitoring standards
AITO endeavours to monitor quality standards regularly.  
All customers should receive a post-holiday questionnaire from 
their tour operator, the results of which are scrutinised by the 
Association.

Sustainable tourism
Our members acknowledge the importance of AITOs 
Sustainable Tourism ethos, which recognises the social, 
economic and environmental responsibilities of tour operating.

Customer relations
All members endeavour to deal swiftly and fairly with any issues 
their customers may raise. In the unlikely event that a dispute 
between an AITO member and a customer cannot be settled 
amicably, either party can call on an arbitration service to bring 
the matter to a speedy and acceptable conclusion.

To contact AITO call 020 8744 9280 or visit their website  
www.aito.com

2by2 Holidays
2 Place Farm, off Mount Road
Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8SB
01582 766122
info@2by2holidays.co.uk
www.2by2holidays.co.uk


