
1

Claire Farley
Managing Director

Telephone 01582 766 122
Email claire@2by2holidays.co.uk
www.2by2holidays.co.uk

Travel has been my life for 20 years.  
St Augustine’s famous quote remains 
as true to me today as it was when 
I first set up 2by2 Holidays – “the 
world is a book and those who do 
not travel, read only one page”.

My first love was Africa, the place  
of my birth. Its remarkable wildlife 
and cultures continue to captivate  
me today. A recent visit to the gorillas  

of Uganda has starkly reminded me just how fragile the survival 
of so many endangered species remains. And reinforced my 
belief that travel must always have conservation at its heart. 

In recent years I have discovered the joys of travel in the Indian 
subcontinent and Latin America. The iconic sites and cultures 
here are no less enthralling. And everywhere wildlife adapts 
and survives, from harsh barren deserts to cool mountain cloud 
forests and tropical wetlands. 

My enthusiasm burns as brightly as ever and I continue to be  
as involved in every aspect of the business as I always have 
been, backed up by our superb travel team. I’m particularly 
thrilled that so many of our customers return time after time. 

I do hope you find our latest brochure inspiring and we  
all look forward to hearing from you.

Hambe Kahle – Travel Safely

Welcome

Peru, Cusco Province
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Namibia is a land of great beauty with dramatic rocky 
deserts, huge rolling sand dunes, vast white salt 
pans and a wild coastline where the Atlantic waves 
mercilessly pound the shore, depositing bleached-
white whalebones and the remains of shipwrecks. 

The Namib Desert stretches for nearly 1,000 miles 
along the coastline and is thought to be the oldest 
desert on earth. It is almost entirely uninhabited 
except for Himba settlements in the north. Namibia’s 
wildlife has adapted to these harsh, arid conditions 
and game viewing is all the more satisfying for 
the extra effort you need to make. The real charm 
of Namibia however, lies in its vast breathtaking 
landscapes.

Namibia

Etosha
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Sossusvlei

The towering red 
sand dunes at 
Sossusvlei rise over 
300m and provide 
the most spectacular 
views at sunrise and 
sunset. Also don’t 
miss the superb star 
gazing in the clear 
night skies.

Namibia Highlights
Day 1 Arrive in Windhoek
Days 2/4  Drive to the gigantic sand 

dunes of the Namib Desert, 
with 4x4 tour of Sossusvlei & 
Sesriem Canyon

Day 5  Travel through deserts & 
canyons to the seaside town 
of Swakopmund

Day 6  Enjoy a marine cruise to see 
dolphins, seals, flamingos & 
whales in season

Day 7  Drive across the arid Skeleton 
Coast to Damaraland

Day 8  View Bushman rock art 
in Twyfelfontein & other 
geological formations

Days 9/11  Travel to Etosha National Park, 
with morning & afternoon 
game viewing at the 
waterholes

Day 12  Drive to Okonjima to see 
the conservation work of 
the Africat Foundation, with 
cheetah & leopard tracking

Day 13 Depart from Windhoek

From £2,695 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season

This holiday can easily be combined with 
Cape Town in South Africa.

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk

When to go
Namibia has a hot, dry and sunny desert climate, except for the cooler Atlantic Coast 
and the subtropical Caprivi region. May to October (winter) is generally regarded as the 
best time to visit, as this avoids the extreme heat of midsummer (November to April) but 
evening temperatures can drop significantly.

Located in the Namib Desert, the sand 
dunes of Sossusvlei are some of the 
oldest and largest in the world. Climbing 
one of the highest, such as Big Daddy 
or Dune 45, is truly exhilarating, but be 
sure to start early in the morning while 
the temperatures are still cool. The bright 

blue skies and many hues and shadows 
as the light changes make for impressive 
photographs, and a hot air balloon ride 
over the dunes at sunrise will create a 
memory of a lifetime. There is a range of 
good places to stay near to the Sesriem 
Gate, which is the main public entrance. 

Namibia is the ideal destination for a self-drive holiday, with  
its network of well-maintained roads and stunning landscapes. 
It is sparsely populated but four times the size of Britain. 

Etosha National Park is one of the best-
known safari destinations in Southern 

Africa. It is a dry wilderness expanse 
located in the north of the country that 
includes the enormous Etosha Pan that is 
the size of Belgium. Local Herero people 
call it the ‘Great White Place’. Dry most 
of the year, when the rains come this 
gigantic salt pan fills with water enjoyed 
by thousands of flamingos. The sparse 
vegetation here makes it easy to spot 
animals from a distance, and the best 
strategy is to simply pack a flask and 
picnic, head for a waterhole and wait for 
the game to come to you.

The park is home to over 100 different 
animal species and over 300 birds, so 
while it may look rocky and barren, its 
waterholes attract an impressive variety 
of wildlife. Elephant, rhino, cheetah and 
lion as well as large herds of wildebeest, 
springbok, zebra, oryx, ostrich and giraffe 

can all be seen. There are good basic rest 
camps in the park with floodlit waterholes 
for night viewing, comfortable hotels 
outside the gates and a few luxury lodges 
in adjacent private reserves.

In the far north of the country, 
towards the border with Angola, the 
indigenous Himba tribes have managed 
to maintain much of their semi-nomadic 
lifestyle that helps them survive in one 
of the most extreme environments on 
earth. If your journey takes you this far 
north, experiencing their culture and 
understanding something of their way  
of life is a moving experience and gives 
real insight into this land of extremes.  
The colourful Herero tribe also lives north 
of Etosha.

Southwest of Etosha are the vast 
landscapes of Damaraland, where the 
wildlife has adapted to the parched 
conditions. Game drives here usually 

focus on seeking out the desert-adapted 
elephant with its large padded feet. There 
is also the opportunity to track Black rhino 
with rangers from Save the Rhino Trust. 

Twyfelfontein, Namibia’s first World 
Heritage Site, is a huge outdoor museum 
containing the largest collection of 
prehistoric Bushman rock art in Africa. 
You can also visit a Petrified Forest and a 
number of unique rock formations, such 
as the Organ Pipes and Burnt Mountain. 

Most visitors choose to self-drive – a 
2x4 or 4x4 is the most popular – or if 
time is tight, you can fly between camps. 
As distances are huge, escorted small 
group tours are also popular, as well as 
overland adventure tours staying in simple 
rest camps or camping in dome tents 
under the stars. Private tours offer a more 
personalised experience.

Etosha National Park



49Namibia

In the southeast, the vast Kalahari is 
another of Namibia’s famous deserts, 

with its red sands and endless plains 
interspersed with acacia trees, grass and 
scrub vegetation, sustaining a surprising 
number of desert-adapted plant species. 
The migratory Bushmen who survive in 
this harsh environment call it the ‘Soul  
of the World’.

In the far south of Namibia, the 
splendid Fish River Canyon is the second 
largest natural gorge in the world, after 
the Grand Canyon. Formed over 500 
million years ago, it drops vertically 
without any warning and is a great place 
for photographers. At nearby Ai-Ais there 
are welcoming natural hot springs.

Further north you will find Aus in the 
Succulent Karoo where, from mid-August 
to mid-September, the desert unfolds into 
a carpet of wildflowers and explosion 
of colours. It is one of the twenty most 
important biomes in the plant world and 
the most species-diverse desert. Here you 
can visit the ghost town at Kolmanskop, 
which has been absorbed by the desert 
sands, search for wild desert horses  
at Garub and visit the diamond town  
of Luderitz.

Forming about a third of Namibia’s 
coastline, the Skeleton Coast National 
Park extends from the Kunene River 
in the far north to the Ugab River. Its 
landscapes range from rugged canyons 
and mountains to windswept dunes. The 
southern section is open to four-wheel 
drive vehicles while the north can only 
be reached on a fly-in safari. Dotted 
with shipwrecks and bones from the 
unfortunate days of the whaling industry, 

the coast appears inhospitable, but is in 
fact home to a great variety of species, 
including Cape fur seal and numerous 
seabird colonies.

Most holidays to Namibia begin and 
end in the capital of Windhoek, which 
has several stylish guesthouses and a 
few luxury hotels. A city tour will show 
you some of its old German architecture 
and life in a modern township. About a 
two hour drive out of town takes you to 
Okonjima, the home of the inspirational 
Africat Foundation and one of the best 
places in Namibia to see cheetah and 
leopard up close. 

The coastal resort of Swakopmund is 
Namibia’s playground. The cold Benguela 
Current that sweeps up from Antarctica 
cools the desert’s heat and keeps the 
temperature lower here than elsewhere, 
with life-sustaining fog common in the 
mornings. As the adventure capital of 
Namibia, many adrenaline-inducing 
activities are available in the dunes 
including sand boarding, sand skiing, 
quad biking and parasailing. Also don’t 
miss the marine cruise from neighbouring 
Walvis Bay, where you can see sea birds, 
dolphins, seals and migrating whales  
in season (August to November).

Namibia is easily combined with a visit 
to the thunderous Victoria Falls, as there 
is a direct flight to the Zimbabwean side 
from Windhoek. If you have the time it 
is possible to drive there from Etosha, 
travelling eastwards along the lush Caprivi 
– a narrow finger of land stretching north 
of the Okavango Delta to the point where 
four counties meet – Namibia, Botswana, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

Namibia to Victoria Falls

Day 1  Arrive in Windhoek
Days 2/3   Drive to the Africat Foundation 

in Okonjima, with cheetah & 
leopard tracking

Days 4/6  Travel to Etosha National Park 
with full days of game viewing

Day 7  Drive to Okavango River & Popa 
Falls, with sundowner cruise

Days 8/9  Travel through the game-rich 
Caprivi region, with wildlife 
viewing in Bwabwata & 
Mudumu National Parks & 
Kwando floodplains

Day 10  Visit a Caprivi Village & 
continue via Katima Mulilo to 
the Chobe River

Days 11/12  Cross the border into Botswana, 
with land & river-based game 
viewing in Chobe National Park

Days 13/14  Transfer to Victoria Falls to view 
the magnificent ‘Smoke that 
Thunders’

Day 15 Depart from Victoria Falls

From £3,895 per person sharing including 
flights, mid season

This is an example itinerary – see page 5
for key. For more ideas, information and
prices please call us on 01582 766 122  
or visit www.2by2holidays.co.uk

Bwabwata National Park

Okonjima
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Copyright and accuracy
All efforts have been made to ensure that the information in this 
brochure is both helpful and correct. However the intention of our 
brochure is to suggest ideas and inspire and 2by2 Holidays cannot be 
held responsible for any inaccuracies. The content of our brochure is 
subject to copyright and photos may not be reproduced without the 
owners’ written permission.

Photographic credits
We’d like to thank all the lodges, hotels and tourist boards who have let 
us use their wonderful images. We would like to give special thanks to 
Alamy, Ariadne Van Zandbergen – Africa Image Library, Dale R Morris, 
iStock, Jaco Powell, John Warburton Lee – AWL Images, Shutterstock 
Photo Library and Wilderness Safaris photographers – Dana Allen, Mike 
Myers and Olwen Evans. 

Booking your holiday
When you are ready to book, we will guide you through the 
process. In all our dealings we aim to be transparent and 
encourage you to read our terms and conditions thoroughly. 
These are on our website at www.2by2holidays.co.uk.  
Please do contact us if anything is unclear. 

Financial Protection
Through our membership of ATOL (9025) and our Tour Operator 
Insurance, your holiday is fully financially protected wherever in 
the world you live, regardless of whether you book land-only 
arrangements or a complete holiday package with flights.

This brochure is printed on paper sourced from ISO14001 certified mills using sustainable forests.

Book with confidence

We have ATOL certification and membership of the Association of Tour Operators (AITO). 

AITO Quality Charter
AITO is the Association for independent and specialist 
holiday companies. Our member companies, usually owner-
managed, strive to create overseas holidays with high levels of 
professionalism and a shared concern for quality and personal 
service. The Association encourages the highest standards in all 
aspects of tour operating.

Exclusive Membership
AITO sets criteria regarding ownership, finance and quality 
which must be satisfied before new companies are admitted to 
membership. All members are required to adhere to a Code of 
Business Practice which encourages high operational standards 
and conduct.

Financial Security
An AITO member is required to arrange financial protection for 
all holidays and other arrangements (including accommodation 
only) booked by customers with the member under the AITO 
logo. This financial protection applies to customers who are 
resident in the UK at the time of booking and to most overseas 
customers who have booked directly with the member. In doing 
so, the member must comply with UK Government regulations. 
Members are required to submit details of their financial 
protection arrangements to AITO on a regular basis.

Accurate brochures and websites
All members do their utmost to ensure that all their brochures 
and other publications, print or electronic, clearly and accurately 
describe the holidays and services offered.

Professional service and continual improvements
All members are committed to high standards of service and 
believe in regular and thorough training of employees. Members 
continually seek to review and improve their holidays. They 
listen to their customers and always welcome suggestions for 
improving standards.

Monitoring standards
AITO endeavours to monitor quality standards regularly.  
All customers should receive a post-holiday questionnaire from 
their tour operator, the results of which are scrutinised by the 
Association.

Sustainable tourism
Our members acknowledge the importance of AITOs 
Sustainable Tourism ethos, which recognises the social, 
economic and environmental responsibilities of tour operating.

Customer relations
All members endeavour to deal swiftly and fairly with any issues 
their customers may raise. In the unlikely event that a dispute 
between an AITO member and a customer cannot be settled 
amicably, either party can call on an arbitration service to bring 
the matter to a speedy and acceptable conclusion.

To contact AITO call 020 8744 9280 or visit their website  
www.aito.com

2by2 Holidays
2 Place Farm, off Mount Road
Wheathampstead, Herts, AL4 8SB
01582 766122
info@2by2holidays.co.uk
www.2by2holidays.co.uk


